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 Menu of choices or 

tic-tac-toe boards for 

students to 

demonstrate 

knowledge 

(Fausnight and 

Reinford) 



 Allowing students to choose a certain 

number of questions to answer in a section 

on a test or quiz 

 Offering multiple extended response 

prompts on assessments and allowing 

students to choose which one to answer 



 When working on a skill such as 
summarizing, I find a variety of articles 
using different topics. Students may select 
the article that appeals to them. For 
example, for Blizzard Bags last year I 
allowed students to pick from a list of 
articles to read and then summarize.  

 An extra bonus offered by Newsela because 
students can select a reading level of 
difficulty with which they are comfortable 
(Greenwood). 



 Students select a 

journal or reading 

response prompt 

based on the novel 

they are reading 

(Fausnight and 

Reinford). 



 Students select a novel that interests them. 

Others with similar interests read the same 

novel.  

 Students meet daily to discuss reading. 

Each student is responsible for a different 

role during group meetings.  

 Literature circles are similar to book clubs. 

(Greenwood, Fausnight, Reinford) 



 Students work with peers to complete one 

section of a larger topic. 

 Students then share what they’ve learned 

with the rest of the class. 

 



 Students self-assess their learning by 

displaying colored cards. 

 Groups may be formed based on the self-

assessments. 

◦ Red: “I have no idea about this!” 

◦ Yellow: “I understand this with some help.” 

◦ Green: “I could teach this!” 

(Fausnight) 



 Teachers can choose basically anything to 

label the four signs.  

 Students display the sign with which they 

agree (Reinford). 

 



 Recently I asked students to write a 

paragraph to compare two images of Chief 

Osceola. In the instructions, I provided a 

template for the paragraph that students 

could choose to follow, or they could write 

the paragraph in their own style as long as 

they included the necessary information. It 

was interesting to see who "filled in the 

blanks" and who went for an 

individualistic approach (Greenwood). 



 When students scored poorly on a grammar 

test, I made an "exit ticket" asking them to 

identify the skills that led to their demise. 

During Core +, I provided a series of 

worksheets and students chose the 

corresponding sheets to complete practice 

for their weaker skills (Greenwood). 



 When doing research, the trade books we 

use have AR levels. I am careful to place 

students in groups where the books are 

within or at least close to their ZPD. A 

particularly low group may end up being 

joined by myself or an intervention 

specialist (Greenwood). 



 Students sit 3 or 4 per table in my room. 

Sometimes my seating chart will have 

mixed ability groupings and at other times, 

I group them by ability. This allows me to 

know which tables need my supervision 

and which ones will likely need more 

critical thinking questions or an extension 

of the lesson (Greenwood). 


